Minutes of the Annual UPQHA banquet January 17, 2009

President Susan Kujansuu called the meeting to order at 7:50 pm.  Zoe Miller read the secretary’s report from last year’s meeting.  A motion to accept the minutes was made by Susan Kujansuu and was seconded by Kari Harder.  The motion carried. 

Paul Lampinen gave a treasurer’s report.  The costs of class awards were down this year due to leftovers from previous years.  The fair ground rental cost went up and there were no exhibitor gifts given at this year’s show.  There was a donation of $1,500 made to UPQHA.  We currently have $7,074.30 in our checking account and the CD is valued at $11,465.  A motion was made by Myrna Bolo to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by Claire Marcell.  The motion carried.  

There was no old business brought up.  

New Business:  

Brian Swanson reported on the changes to the June Jubilee-Water Wonderland Shows.  The shows will be held in Norway, Michigan on June 25-28.   Brian has been attending meetings about the fairgrounds in Norway and upgrading the hook-ups for electrical sites and water.  It has been an uphill battle but things are going well.  Brian would like the support of the UPQHA and he promised to make this a fun and quality horse show.   He assured everyone that stall prices at these shows would be competitive and compatible with other shows.   He asked for UPQHA approval and appreciates being invited to speak at our meeting.  Gayle Lampinen made a motion to give UPQHA approval to the shows and Claire Marcell seconded it.  The motion carried.  

Susan Kujansuu pointed out the need for a new UPQHA logo that has a horse on it.  She referred everyone to the 4-logo samples on the back of the agenda sheets and asked for comments on them.  The general membership voted on the logos and narrowed it down to two logo ideas.  A hand vote was then taken to determine that logo #4 would be the new UPQHA logo.  We will eliminate the small ‘UPQHA” that is inside the outline of the UP.  

Claire Marcell read some emails received from Doreen Passuello concerning the AQHA sanctioned Intro Open Shows in Iron River WI.   She is wondering if UPQHA would sanction these shows so they could receive UPQHA points at them.   The tentative dates for these shows are Aug. 15-16.  The question was raised as to what is an Intro AQHA Open Show.  Gayle Lampinen explained that it is an open show with AQHA classes and it has to have an approved AQHA judge.  All classes are open to all breeds and points are awarded based on numbers of registered quarter horses in each class.  Paul Brandenburg commented that this is “the wave of the future” and that he thinks we need to sanction these shows.  Claire suggested a separate set of awards as an Open Show Program similar to what WQHA has.  Paul Brandenburg commented that if they pay the UPQHA membership they should be eligible for awards as everyone else.  Gayle Lampinen re-emphasized that people showing at these Open Shows would have to be paid UPQHA members to be able to accrue points and that each of the show’s secretary would be responsible for getting all the points and relevant information results to the UPQHA point secretary.   Ted Jensen said his opinion was to go ahead and sanction these shows if they pay the sanction fees.  Paul Lampinen suggested that the UPQHA board evaluate each of these open shows that apply for sanctioning on an individual basis for such things as conflicting dates.  Gayle Lampinen made a motion to sanction these Intro Open Shows if they meet all the criteria and Ted Jensen seconded it.  The motion carried.  

Gayle Lampinen awarded the academic award.  The academic award committee is Joe Simonich, Heidi King, Zoe Miller and Gayle Lampinen.  Only one applicant was received and she met all the criteria for the award.  The academic award went to Brittany Bennetts.  Brittany was not present so her mom accepted the award for her.  

Zoe Miller the youth team advisor reported on the youth team.  There were 11 members in 2008 with four returning and four new members who met the qualifications to be on the team.  The youth team raised $2100 at their fundraisers, which started with the silent auction last year that made over $800.  Other fundraisers were UP Gold Exhibitor Party, egg and spoon classes, parent showmanship classes, bake sales and dog showmanship classes.  The team members each received a check back for $258 toward their trip to the Congress.  At the Congress, the team pot lucked some meals, and had a lot of fun.  There was again a tie for the sportsmanship award with the winners being Betsy Larsen and Kylee Kristo.    

Election of Officers.  Claire Marcell nominated Kari Harder for President.  The motion was seconded by Paul Lampinen and was approved by the members.  Paul Lampinen nominated Claire Marcell for Vice President.  The motion was seconded by Zoe Miller and it was approved by the members.  Kari Harder nominated Zoe Miller for the Secretary position.  The motion was seconded by Jean Sandmire and was approved by the members.  Susan Kujansuu nominated Paul Lampinen for the treasurer position.  The motion was seconded by Myrna Bolo and was approved by the members.  

Paul Lampinen thanked Susan Kujansuu for serving on the board of UPQHA for the past “umpteen years”.  

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Susan Kujansuu at 8:45 pm. The motion was seconded by Paul Lampinen and passed.  

